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Fritillaria assyriaca Fyitillaria minuta Fritillaria ariana Fritillaria kiusiana Fritillaria amabilis Fritillaria raddeana

| ‘Fritillaria imperialis Fritillaria sewerzowii Fritillaria cirrhosa Fritillaria davidii Fritillaria affinis Fritillaria pudica Fritillaria liliacea

Fritillaria wahgewii Fritillaria micrantha Fritillaria pluriflora

R Fritillaria riii Fritillaria fleischeriana
Wy i

Until recently plants that looked similar were grouped together in the same genus of family. On the face of it this seems lie common

e butin reality there are many different evolutionary pathways. When different species grow in environments that are alike or
‘occupy similar ecological niches they can undergo convergent evolution. This results in unrelated plants appearing alike and being
‘grouped together taxonomically.

Genetic research has questioned these visual deceptions and in turn taxonomists have reconsidered their classifications, often resulting
new relationships based on different morphological characters.

‘Tepal morphology has traditionally been an important character in classifying the genus Fritilaria. By arranging just the tepals in their
with cluste

ters shown vertically and more distant refationships horizontally, the pattern that emerges appears in part to lack
‘order. This highiights the difficulty faced by taxonomists in unravelling nature's secrets.

Sowhy do plant names keep changing? An improved understanding of the past helps build a better-informed present.
Alltepals three times lfe-size (except where marked")

Fritillaria thessala subsp. reiseri Fritillaria obliqua subsp. tuntasia Fritillaria forbesii Fritillaria latifolia Fritillaria latakiensis
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Fritillaria biflora

Fritillaria thunbergii Fritillaria camschatcensis

Fritillaria sibthorpiana subsp. enginiana Fritillaria crassifolia subsp. crassifolia Fritillaria amana Fritillaria orientalis Fritillaria amana Fritillaria crassifolia subsp. kurdica Fritillaria poluninii Fritillaria uva-vulpis Bl biickarin Friliaria shikokiana Fritillaria japonica Fritillaria persica

Fritillaria meleagris Fritillaria meleagroides Fritillaria montana Fritillaria messanensis subsp. messanensis llaria mutabilis Fritillaria thessala subsp. thessala Fritillaria bithynica

Fritillaririithessea Fritillaria davisii Fritilaria stribrnyi R ST Fritillaria elvesii Fritillaria caucasica Fritillaria michailovskyi Fritillaria olivieri Fritillaria stenanthera Fritillaria tokusimensis Fritillaria chitralensis
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Fritillaria verticillata Fritillaria eastwoodiae
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Fritillaria aurea llaria muriana Fritillaria eduardii
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Fritillaria conica Fritillaria pontica Fritillaria graeca
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Fritillaria pinardii Fritillaria koidsumiana Fritillaria pallidifiora
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