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Fritillaria Icones



Kobaimo

Japanese Endemic Fritillaria

The Japanese word for photography, shashin 5 &, predates the arrival of the
technology in Japan and has its origin in the Edo period (1603-1868) during
which time Japan was closed to the outside world. The word roughly translates
as ‘reflecting/tracing/inscribing truth’ and was used by the Honzo-gaku or herbal
doctors of this period in their intellectual discourse. When referring to a specific
plant they combined three elements in their shashin. A shin’ei or ink transfer
print created by pressing ink covered plants onto paper as evidence that they
had handled the genuine plant in Japan, an illustration and text. The concept of
shashin symbolized ideas of fidelity around which the knowledge of honzo
hinged. It is the relationship of authenticity between the photographic image and
original subject in the photograph that brought about the adoption of the word

shashin for photograph.

linuma Yokusai (1783-1865) was an important
Honzo-gaku of the late-Edo period who at the
age of fifty passed his successful business to
his brother-in-law to pioneer modern western
botany. Between1856 and 1861 Yokusai
published Somoku-dzusetsu [an iconography
of plants indigenous to cultivated in, or
introduced into Nippon] the first modern
botanical book in Japan. The twenty volumes
were produced in the traditional Japanese
style using woodblock printing on rice paper
and stab bindings. Yokusai’s illustration of
kobaimo,zZ /Y £ £, an endemic Japanese
: Fritillaria was subsequently described in

linuma Yokusai Europe by Friedrich Miquel from a copy of his
book as Fritillaria japonica.

These photographs pay tribute to this great pioneer. Printed on rice paper and
presented in the style of his original woodblock printed pages, their
presentation combines both the original and present day uses of shashin.
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